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greatest monarch upon earth, even before Ninus or
Bell (Baal) he had no need of turning conjurer and
magician, which became presently the work of a
meaner race of men than Cham ; for the magicians,
especially speaking of them now as witches and en-
chanters, were not kings and emperors, but the ser-
vants of kings and emperors ; kept and maintained
for the wicked works and services which they did
for them.

Indeed the magicians which I mentioned at first,
were worshippers of the divine Being, or eminent
examples of the homage men owed to the true God;
nay, and even after some time, were teachers of di-
vine things too, though under the mistaken mediums
of idols and images. These magi, or magicians, as
I have observed, were at first so reverenced and
honoured by the nations they served, as often to be
made governors of the commonwealth; public be-
nefactors, having the most right to the public ho-
nours and advancements in those countries where
they had been accepted for their merits.

Hence it seems most natural, that all kings should
be patriots, seeing the very name and dignity, much
more the office, began in the thing; but that by the
v/ay ; how far the patriot and the royalty go together
in these days, how the name and the dignity corre-
spond, let the kings of the earth examine, whose
business it is to mend it where it is not so, and to
let it be more known where it is.

It is, then, pretty hard to find out who were the
first magicians, taking the word magic as I now un-
derstand it, viz., in the worst sense; and yet it does
not seem to be very long after the flood before we
shall find some of them at work ; for in the imme-
diate reign after Cham, that is, in the reign of Miz-
raim or Osyris, which history makes to be the Pha-
raoh whose dream Joseph interpreted, and who
reigned two hundred and sixty-one years; in his